
The Olympic Heights High School Swing Band, which is directed by bandmaster
Jacqueline Parsons, opened the final season concert of the Swing & Jazz
Preservation Society of Florida, Inc. as guest artists April 21 at the Olympic Heights High
School auditorium.

The student band played a program of complex arrangements, including “On Green
Dolphin Street,” a 1947 popular song; “Summer of ‘42”; “Ladybird”; and “The Memphis
Blues” by famed composer W. C. Handy. The band concluded its set with “I Can’t Stop
Loving You” and “Woodchopper’s Ball,” a 1939 jazz composition by Joe Bishop and Woody
Herman. The up-tempo tune was the Woody Herman Orchestra’s biggest hit selling a
million records.

The Olympic Heights band earned a standing ovation from an audience of adults who
know a thing or two about swing music. Many folks in the crowd were teenagers
themselves when the famous big bands like Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey and Benny
Goodman led swing music in the 1940s.

Society president Rene Zerah presented a check to Parsons to use for the purchase of sheet
music, and instrument repair, among other items.



Alexis Larkin, 17, an Olympic Heights senior plays alto sax in the band and was one of the
principal soloists. She plans to major in music therapy when she chooses a college.

“Being in the band is fun. We feed off each other’s energy,” she said.

Senior student Emilia Addeo, 18, of Boca Raton, plays alto sax and clarinet and will major
in music education at Florida State University this August. She has been part of the
marching, concert and swing bands for the past four years. Her clarinet solo resulted in
loud applause.

“I like the opportunity to perform with the band and express myself,” Addeo said.
Freshman student, alto sax player Pedro Fernandes of Boca Raton has been playing since
he was in fifth grade and participates in all three bands at Olympic Heights.
“I enjoy the effort and teamwork we put into our swing band,” he said. Pedro’s twin
brother, Andre, is the swing band drummer.

“Jazz is our heritage and I feel as a music educator that I have a great responsibility to
teach it,” Parsons said.

“My students work hard to play and interpret quality music like Duke Ellington’s and
Count Basie’s. This teaches them about American democracy and diversity. Though jazz
places importance on finding and expressing one’s individuality, it also demands
cooperation and teamwork for the greater musical good,” she said. “Jazz was born out of a
blending of African and European music and traditions. The Olympic Heights Jazz Band
students have a deep connection with this music and it brings beauty and great joy to
them.”

The Olympic Heights Swing Band also was the winner of the fourth annual Battle of the
Bands finals competing against Palm Beach Central and Park Vista high schools April 22.

The J. B. Scott Quintet with vocalist Lisa Kelly performed the main act of the Swing & Jazz
Preservation Society’s concert. The members are J. B. Scott on trumpet; Jeff Philips, piano;
Herb Bruce, trombone; Charlie Silva on bass fiddle; and Clyde Connor, drums.

Kelly was just awarded her sixth Downbeat Magazine award as 2015 Best Jazz Vocalist
Graduate Level with four prior undergraduate awards for Best Jazz Voice and one for Best
Original Composition. She is in the music master’s program at the University of North
Florida.

Scott returned to UNF, now in his 18th year as an associate professor of Jazz Studies
teaching trumpet and music related classes. He was named the 2015 Best Large Ensemble,
Undergraduate (big band) in the country by Downbeat Magazine.

Beginning with instrumental arrangements of “Three Little Words” and “My Romance,”
the Scott group demonstrated its individual talents performing improvisational solos on
each instrument to the delight of the audience.

Kelly dominated the evening’s entertainment singing “I Only Have Eyes for You,” “It
Might as Well be Spring,” among others, and concluding with “Take the A Train,” and a
fast moving up-tempo “Sweet Georgia Brown.” Kelly demonstrated her versatility by
including great scat singing in many of her numbers.



“This was an outstanding program,” said Muriel Roth, Boca Raton resident. The Olympic
Heights band was great; soloists sensational. Their conductor, Jackie Parsons brings out
the best in the kids with her enthusiasm.”

“The kids were terrific,” said Delray Beach resident Ted Friedberg. “They were as good as a
few bands I’ve seen. I loved them!”
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